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The Dolores Chandra Excellence in Leadership Award was established in memory of Dolores 
Chandra, TMAA President 1998-1999. Dolores was a native of Ireland. A registered nurse by 
education, she made her home in Chattanooga as the wife of Channappa Chandra, MD, and she was 
the mother of three sons. An outstanding community leader, she devoted her time to many worthwhile 
causes. At the time of her death, she had served on the AMA Alliance Board of Directors as AMA 
Foundation Chair and as a Director. The Dolores Chandra Excellence in Leadership Award is 
presented annually by the members of the TMAA to a TMAA member who demonstrates outstanding 
leadership in the alliance, their family, and their community.  

Eligibility | Nominees & Recipients must be a member of the TMAA and have past and/or present 
service in the medical alliance. Nominees should plan to attend the TMAA Convention. Any TMAA 
member may nominate one or more individuals. Previous nominees can be re-nominated.  

Documentation Required | A detailed description of nominee as a leader should be provided 
describing how this individual makes personal connections with people, and how they make a 
difference through their leadership in the alliance, their family, and community involvement (civic & 
other volunteer organizations, church, etc.) A recent photograph, brief biography, personal information 
(newspaper clippings, letters of recommendations, etc.) would provide additional support information.   

Application Submission | The Dolores Chandra Excellence in Leadership Award is awarded biennially 
in even years. The deadline for submission is March 31. Please send the form, along with additional 
supporting information, it to the TMAA President by email. To be a valid entry, all documentation must 
be included and the application form signed by the individual making the nomination.  

Golden Gavel Club Selection Committee | Entries are presented to the Golden Gavel Club Selection 
Committee who presents their nominee to the TMAA Board of Directors for approval. Members of the 
Golden Gavel Selection Committee are appointed by the President. 

Recipient | The recipient is announced at the TMAA Convention and the award is presented by the 
outgoing TMAA President.  
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Name of Alliance Member Being Nominated | __________________________________________________  

County Alliance or Alliance Individual Member (AIM) Designation | ________________________________  

Name of Person/Alliance Making the Nomination | ______________________________________________  

Documentation | The nominee must be a member of TMAA. Please provide a detailed description of 
the nominee as a leader in the alliance, family, and community and include biographical and personal 
information. If available, a photo is helpful, but not required. Additional pages may be attached. 
Comments may be solicited from others. Traditionally, the nominee is not aware of the nomination, 
until the selection committee makes the notification. Their attendance at the Convention should be 
encouraged. Scan and submit all materials electronically to the current TMAA President. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of the Person Submitting the Nomination | _____________________________________________ 

Date | _______________________________________ 

TO BE A VALID ENTRY, ALL DOCUMENTATION MUST BE INCLUDED AND THE APPLICATION FORM SIGNED BY THE 
INDIVIDUAL MAKING THE NOMINATION. THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS MARCH 31.  FORM REVISED JULY 2023.  


